Subject:  April 15, 2009 PV Town Board Meeting regarding Peekskill Hollow Road

Dear Putnam Valley Residents:
  
It was an interesting turn of events at the monthly town board  meeting last Wednesday, the 15th, when the topic of the future of Peekskill Hollow Road came up for discussion.  For those of  you were not able to make the meeting, you can view it on our town website, www.putnamvalley.com / go to channels 18-20/ click web streaming/ scroll down to town board meeting of 4/15, when it gets posted sometime next week. 


While others spoke on this issue, the main focus of the meeting was Putnam Count Legislator, Vincent Tamagna's discussion as chair of the committee that oversees county infrastructure projects. He spoke on the issue of the "current" plan to straighten Peekskill Hollow Road from Oregon Corners to Adams Corners.  This plan was developed without public involvement after the last public meeting several years ago when we thought the project had been killed. 


 Speculation as to why the County Highway Department continued this process and at whose direction was also mentioned by a former county legislator. According to Mr. Tamagna, the current plan will not be built as proposed and the rural character and scale of the road will be retained. What has to be thrashed out is if there is a need for turning lanes at the high school, drainage issues at certain locations and whether the bridge just south of the high school needs replacement or just repair. The elimination of a 4' wide 
shoulder on each side of the road, as a major change in the rural character, needs to be confirmed.
  
 In order to insure that this is exactly what is going to happen, Mr. Tamagna invited the residents to participate in a public forum on the proposed changes at his committee meeting at the County Office Building,Room 318, on May 7th at 6:30 P.M. This process must be monitored by the public.
  
 In some ways we are back to square one, to oversee our elected officials on another design project. We need to also ensure that the project will be reduced to only the bare bones of roadwork that is necessary and that there will be no more additional 
projects in the future to alter the road in it's appearance. The initiative of "landmarking" the road for it's historic and scenic nature was also mentioned.
  
We want to commend all of you who wrote and phoned Putnam County Legislators, Vincent  Tamagna and  Sam Oliverio and Congressman, John Hall and copied us on your messages and meeting attendance. Your letters were eloquent and your involvement send a clear message to our electorate that hidden agendas will not be tolerated and that full transparency is a requirement.


Thank you.

PVRC

